
 PDFMonkey.io Pricing Sign in Get started for FREE


Ask or SearchCtrl + K


	PDFMonkey Documentation

	Guides
	From zero to generating your first Document

	Generating your first Document with Zapier

	Generating your first Document with Make

	Making your first API call


	PDFMonkey Features
	Automatic deletion (TTL)

	Share links

	Synchronous generation

	Snippets

	Webhooks



	Frequent questions
	Troubleshooting	My Document is blank

	My data is not showing up in the Document

	The Download URL is empty





	What can you do with PDFMonkey?

	What happens if I use all of my quota?

	How do I change my password?

	How do I delete my account?

	Authoring Templates	Can I import an existing PDF or Word file in PDFMonkey?

	What are the Template test data?

	Can you create templates for me?

	Can I display the number of the current page in the content?

	Can I use links?





	Privacy and security	What data do you keep and for how long?

	How is my data secured?

	Do you have a DPA





	Compliance



	How-tos
	Adding a header or footer to your document

	Including images in your documents

	Styling your documents	Writing your own CSS

	Using external libraries

	Providing per-Document styles

	Dealing with page breaks





	Using different fonts	Handling special characters (UTF-8, Hebrew, Chinese, etc)

	Using different fonts in header and footer





	Using JavaScript	What are the available JavaScript features

	JavaScript and Dynamic Data

	Using external libraries

	Displaying dates and time using JS

	Including charts in your Documents

	Debugging your JavaScript





	Setting the filename of the generated Document

	Changing the size of the page and its margins

	Forcing a single page or use a full-page background



	Integrations
	List of integrations

	Zapier	Generating your first Document with Zapier
	Document generation options in Zapier

	Reacting to generated documents in Zapier

	TODO Retrieving a Document in Zapier

	TODO Deleting a document using Zapier

	Fixing frequent Zapier errors





	Make (formerly Integromat)	Generating your first Document with Make




	Workato	Generating a document with Workato

	Deleting a document using Workato

	Reacting to generated documents in Workato





	Glide

	Bubble

	InvoiceBerry (via Zapier)

	Ruby SDK



	References
	The Document Lifecycle

	Liquid Reference	Introduction

	Defining and using dynamic data

	Variables

	Naming variables

	Conditions (if/else)

	Iteration (dealing with lists)

	Filters (data transformation)	Built-in filters

	PDFMonkey filters





	PDFMonkey Liquid tags

	Whitespace control




	API Reference	Making your first API call

	Documents








Powered by GitBook


Generating your first Document with Zapier
Ready to generate your first document with Zapier and PDFmonkey? Learn to create your first document effortlessly with PDFMonkey's step-by-step guide.


Create an account on PDFMonkey
To create an account, go to the Register page and fill in you email and password.

We do not ask for a password confirmation but you can toggle password hiding by clicking on Show my password.



Once you’ve filled in your credentials, we will send you an activation email. Click the link in the email to activate your account. You will not be able to sign in until your account is confirmed.


Sign in
Once your account confirmed, fill in your credentials in the Sign in page to get access to your dashboard.


Create your first Template
To create a template, head to the Templates page and click on Create my first Template.
Give a name to your template, select the Code edition mode and select the Base Template named Blank.
It will open the Template Editor, where PDFMonkey’s magic happens.

A name is just a name
You can change the name of your Template as often as you want, it will have no impact on your client applications.





Writing your first Template
In the HTML tab, insert the following code:
HTML

Copy<p class="greeting">Hello {{name}}!</p>
<p>Your favorite number is {{favoriteNumber}}.</p>

In the CSS tab, insert the following code:

Copy.greeting {
  color: #6D28D9;
  font-size: 24px;
}

And finally in the Test data tab, insert this:

Copy{
  "name": "Peter Parker",
  "favoriteNumber": 8
}

You can now click on the Save button, and you should see the preview panel on the right update to reflect your changes.

Real PDF preview
The PDF preview you see is actually a 100% accurate version of what the final result will be as it is a real PDF, generated using the same process we use to generate your Documents.



The last step is to make your Template available for generation. To do so, click on the Publish button.

Always publish your template!
Forgetting to publish your template is a frequent mistake, especially when switching back and forth between Zapier and PDFMonkey. If the documents you generate don't match your template, always check you published it.



pageAuthoring TemplatespageWhat are the Template test data?

Generating your first Document
Now that your Template is complete, let’s head to Zapier.
For this guide we will define a Zap triggered by a form submission on Tally, generate a PDF in PDFMonkey and then send the PDF by email.


The Tally form
We will use the following Tally form as our source of information in our Zap:






Setting up your Zap
Start by creating a new Zap. As trigger we will use Tally’s New Response event:




We then proceed to fill out our form and check it’s correctly connected in Zapier:










Calling PDFMonkey
Now that we have some data to work with, we will configure our PDFMonkey action.
Select the PDFMonkey app and choose the Generate Document action.




You can then map the data from the form to variables for your Document. Make sure to use the same names as the ones used when writing the Template.





Naming variables
If you’re wondering how to write proper names so it works in PDFMonkey, we provide a list of correct/incorrect variable name formats.



We’re now ready to test the Document generation.










Sending the PDF by email
Now that our PDF is generated, let’s send it by email.
Add a new action and select the Email by Zapier app, then choose the Send Outbound Email action.




We can now use our Document’s Download URL as attachment for the email. Zapier will automatically download the PDF and attach it.




You can now test this last action and you should receive an email with the PDF attached.
Congrats! You generated your very first PDFMonkey Document using Zapier! 🎉


Want to know more?
To learn more about the different options you can use when using PDFMonkey with Zapier, head to our more thorough documentation on the integration.
We talk about using custom JSON or how to setup line items for your invoices.
pageDocument generation options in Zapier
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